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Memory exercises a lot of poetic license; some details are 
deliberately omitted, or exaggerated, while others are 
remembered, perhaps, more fondly than the reality. Time can alter 
our perception of memory. Reality is constantly vacillating; desire, 
competition, anger, contentment, even old age, can play a role in 
how we visualize a past experience.  
 
In Remarried, Ann Toebbe brings together eight new gouache 
and cut paper paintings depicting the domestic interiors of first 
and second marriages of people close to her. Delicately and 
elegantly constructed, Toebbe’s paintings of living rooms and in 
some cases, whole apartment layouts, frequently employ unusual 
visual horizontal and vertical formats. The flattened architectural 
space makes it difficult to discern where one room begins and 
another ends. Mundane objects, such as an isolated Coca Cola 
bottle, become psychologically fraught. With little evidence of 
day-to-day living, the formal arrangements rely on the viewer‘s 
expectation of memory to fill in the emotive energy.   
 
Without using photographs, and mostly relying on recollected details told decades later or second-hand, each painting attempts to 
reconstruct the past: what happened versus what we remember, or what we want to remember. 
 
 
 
 
Ann Toebbe received a MFA from Yale University, CT and a BFA from Cleveland Institute of Art, OH. She received a scholarship 
from DAAD, Universität der Kunst, Berlin, Germany in 2005, and was awarded a residency at Skowhegan School of Painting and 
Sculpture, ME in 2000. In 1995, Toebbe participated in the “NY Studio Program” at Parson’s School of Design. Her work has recently 
been exhibited in group exhibitions at The Elmhurst Museum of Art, Chicago; Saatchi Gallery, London, and Monya Rowe Gallery. 
Recent solo exhibitions include Chicago Museum of Contemporary Art and Steven Zevitas Gallery, Boston. This is her second solo 
exhibition at Monya Rowe Gallery. Toebbe lives and works in Chicago, IL. 
 
 
 
 
Gallery hours: Wednesday – Sunday, 11 - 6 PM  
Subway: F to East Broadway, B/D to Grand Street, J/M/Z to Delancey/Essex 
Image: Ann Toebbe, First Wife, 2014, gouache and cut paper on panel, 24 by 28 inches 
Upcoming: Vera Iliatova 
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